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Tlic  text  supposes  tluit  there  were  those 
who  preaeiied  tliemselves,  in  room  ofpreiich- 
ing  Christ  Jesus  tlie  I.oitI  ;  lor  if  tliere  htid 
lieeii  none  of  tliis  deieri])tion,  tliere  would 
have  been  no  iieeessity  of  the  apostle's 
declaration,  that  he  and  his  brethren  in  the 
ministry  Avere  not  such.  I f  there  w ere  such 
preachers  in  the  first  age  of  Chrisliiiiiity,  it 
is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  there  may  be 
such  in  later  times,  and  even  in  our  own. 
If  it  be  a  fact  that  all  who  do  not  |»reach  the 
truth,  us  revealed  in  Christ,  preach  them¬ 
selves,  there  can  remain  no  doubt  that  Ave 
have  such  preachers  not  a  fcAv. 

But  it  may  be  asked.  What  is  meant  by  a 
man's  pre.Tehing  himself  1  To  this  ijueslion 
the  folloAving  reply  appears  to  be  just.  If  a 
man  preaches  a  doctrine  Avliich  he  has  in¬ 
vented,  he  prc'ichi.'S  himself;  because  lie 
preaches  hisoAvn  Avisdom.  Or,  if  he  preach¬ 
es  a  creed  or  a  doctrine,  Avhicli  some  other 
man  or  men  luiAe  inventetl,  and  reduced  to 
what  is  called  a  system  of  divinity,  it  seems 
pro|)er  to  say  that  he  preaches  himself,  Ik*- 
eaiise  he  preaches  the  Avisdom  and  undcr- 
sDinding,  not  of  Cod,  but  of  man. 

There  is  one  circumstance  Avhich  renders 
it  almost  certain  that  there  are  preachers,  in 
our  times,  avIio  do  not  preach  Christ  Jesus 
the  Lord,  Avho  is  “the  Avay,  the  truth  and 
the  life and  that  is  the  Avell  knoAvii  fact, 
that  there  are  a  number  of  diHerent  doctrines 
held  forth  by  our  preachers,  Avho  ap|)ear  to 
be  as  much  opposed  to  each  other,  as  their 
seal  for  their  res|»cctive  creeds  renders  ne¬ 
cessary.  Now  Avhere  many  are  opposeil  to 
each  other,  it  is  not  )>ossible  that  ail  should 
he  in  the  right ;  but  it  is  siipposabie  that  all 
may  l»e  Avrong.  <Jn  this  subject  there  is  no 
controversy.  All  are  of  the  opinion  here 
maintained.  No  preacher,  of  any  denomi¬ 
nation,  will  allow  that  those  Avho  oppose 
him  and  his  creeil,  are  right. 

We  have  iioav  arrived  at  a  querj',  in  the 
discussion  of  Avhich,  much  caution  us  well 
ns  candor  is  required.  The  question  is, 
by  what  rule,  or  by  Avhat  means  are  hear¬ 
ers  to  judge  and  determine  Avho  preach 
themsclA-es,  and  Avho  preach,  not  theni- 
seh'es,  but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord  ?  It  is 
very  evident  that  it  is  unsafe  to  take  the 

iireacher’s  word  in  this  ca.se,  for  the  two 
bllowing  reasons  ;  first,  he  may  lie  a  dis- 
honesf,  crafty  deceiver.  l!?uch  impostors 
have  been,  in  days  of  old,  and  are  noAv, 
unquestionably  in  the  diurch,  and  of  nil 


denominations.  No  disposition  is  indulged 
ol‘  imputing  dislionesly  to  one  dcnonii  ia- 
tion,  more  than  to  another:  but  both  can¬ 
dor  and  charity,  in  tiieir  humility,  are  obli- 
sred  to  confess,  as  avcII  us  to  lametit  the  fact, 
that  hypocrisy  is  too  often  discoAcred  in 
sacerdotal  vestments.  But,  secondly,  the 
preacher  may  lie  honest,  he  may  lie  sincere, 
tmd  yet  he  may  jirofess  to  preach  Christ 
Jcsits  the  liord,  and  |  reach  himself.  Switch 
is  the  condition  of  human  nature,  that  even 
sincerity  is  not  a  sis-urity  against  error. 
VN  e  have  good  authority  I'or  believing  tba' 
!St.  Paul,  In  fore  his  couAcrsion  to  the  faitii 
of  the  gospel,  was  sincere  in  his  unreasona¬ 
ble  and  violent  opposition  to  Christianity. 
He  had  Ikimi  brought  up  in  the  superstitions 
of  the  Pharisees,  and  had  ahvays  In'en  in 
the  habit  ot'  yielding  implicit  assent  to  all  the 
logmas  Avhich  Avere  taught  by  JcAvish  doc¬ 
tors.  Jle  Airily  thought  that  he  ought  to 
do  many  thin^pi  contrary  to  the  name  of 
.Itstis.  What  men  Avere  li.ible  to,  in  for¬ 
mer  ages,  under  similar  circumstances  they 
urr‘  liable  to,  in  all  ages.  'I'ake  an  indi¬ 
vidual  for  an  examide.  In  childhood,  he 
is  taught  an  erroneous  creed,  by  his  iiious 
parents.  Me  a.s  much  believes  in  this  creed, 
as  he  docs  in  the  being  of  Cod,  or  in  any 
other  religious  truth.  His  parents  design 
him  for  tlie  ministry  ;  and  to  the  extent  of 
their  means,  they  instruct  him  in  the  tenets 
of  that  faith,  Avhich,  though  erroneous,  tiny 
IndicAe  is  the  truth.  Of  this  faith,  they 
earnestly  and  devoutly  pray  that  their  hope¬ 
ful  son  may  lie  a  zealous  and  a  stiecessiul 
preacher.  At  the  school  Avhere  he  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  enter  college,  the  tenets  of  his 
creed,  arc  Avith  equal  zeal  and  AAith  more 
learning,  impressed  on  his  mind.  And 
noAv  he  liegins  to  consider  it  his  duty  to  de¬ 
fend  his  faith  against  heretical  opposers, 
and  profane  unbelioAcrs.  As  yet,  no  ques¬ 
tion  respecting  the  propriety  of  his  oAvn 
creed,  has  ever  occupied  his  mind  for  a 
moment.  Confident  of  his  iM'lief,  and  Avith 
Mattering  jirosjicets,  he  enters  college,  ami 
Avith  commendable  zeal  and  application, 
pursues  his  studies,  none  of  Avhich  ever 
suggests  a  thought  in  conflict  Avith  any  part 
of  his  creed.  Every  religious  book  he  is 
permitted  to  read,  confirms  him  in  his  faith  ; 
and  he  Avonders  at  the  stupidity  of  all  Avho 
ojipose  it.  Having  obtained  the  honors  and 
advantages  of  a  lilieral  education,  his  next 
remove  is  to  a  theological  institution,  avIm  re 
he  is  to  prepare  himself  for  the  sacred  office. 
Is  this  institution  a  suitable  one  to  concet 
the  errors  he  imbilied  in  childhood,  and 
Avhieli  have  become  more  fixed  as  he  has 
advanced  in  years  and  in  learning?  So 
far  from  this,  it  aam  established  for  the  A’try 
jiurrioso  of  teaching  youth  hoAv  to  uA'oid 


‘  learning  the  truth,  and  hoAV  to  reconcile  the 
JSeriptures  to  all  the  errors,  Avhich  he  and 
hi>;  theological  instructors  have  so  unhappily 
imbilKsl.  The  tedious  term  of  these  studies 
ends,  and  he  ajiiM'ars  in  the  desk,  a  public 
pn  aeher.  But  Avhat  does  he  preach  ?  tho 
gos|Md  of  Christ  ?  No  ;  he  preaches  Avhat 
he  has  been  taught,  and  Avhat  he  honestly 
lielieA’cs,  though  it  lie  altogither  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  men.  Noav  if  Ave  rely  on  this  preach¬ 
er's  honest  testimony  in  favor  of  his  iK'ing  a 
preacher  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Lord,  and  not 
a  preacher  of  man,  Ave  arc  sure  to  fall  into 
the  same  i  rrors  Avhich  he  has  imbilied,  and 
Avhich  he  is  iioav  cndcaAoring  to  dissemi¬ 
nate. 

These  considerations  not  only  admonish 
us  not  to  rely  on  the  testimony  of  any  preach¬ 
er,  of  any  denomination,  as  assunmcc  that 
he  dors  not  jireach  himself,  but  Christ  Je¬ 
sus  the  Ijoril,  but  it  also  urges  the  question 
under  censidenition,  Avhicli  inquires  for 
seme  undoubted  rule,  by  which  the  hearer 
of  [ireaching,  may  decide  this  case  for  him¬ 
self.  One  principal  object,  designed  in  the 
present  diseom-si-,  is  to  furnish  the  hear 
ers  Avith  satisfactory  criteria  by  Avhich  all 
preaching  may  be  tried  ;  so  that  none,  who 
Avill  but  remember  and  make  proper  use  of 
the  directions  about  to  lie  furnished,  need 
ever  fn'at  a  loss,  Avhen  attending  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  any  doctrine,  to  determine  whether 
it  be  the  aa  isdoia  of  man,  or  the  Avisdom  of 
Cod. 

That  the  mind  may  not  lie  burdened  Avith 
too  many  jiarticiilars,  three  only  will  bo 
stated.  .\nd  these  three  shall  be  of  such  a 
character  as  to  give  entire  satisfaction  to 
every  honest  heart.  No  doctrine  can  bo 
I  false  that  is  free  from  the  three  characterit- 
j  tics  about  to  be  named  :  nor  can  any  doe- 
!  trine  be  true  aa  hich  partakes  of  them.  It  ia 
I  furthermore  Avorthy  of  notice,  that  whatever 
j  doctrine  embnices  any  one  of  thewe  particu- 
I  lars,  will,  on  due  investigation,  lie  found  to 
embrace  them  all.  The  hearer  is  fully  as¬ 
sured,  that  the  rule  iioav  to  lie  put  into  his 
hands,  is  not  fashioned  for  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  one  sect  more  than  another  ;  but  is 
of  such  a  ]ieculiar  chanicter  as  to  be  accept¬ 
able  to  all  men  of  every  sect,  Avliose  hearts 
are  honest,  and  Avhose  understandings  aro 
clear. 

I.  The  first  particular  we  shall  notice  is 
that  of  incon.’thti  nrif,  or  contradiction.  Con- 
tnidiction,  licing  an  incontestible  proof  of 
falsehood,  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  condemn 
any  doctrine  Avhich  contains  it.  The  testi¬ 
mony  of  a  Avitiicss,  though  it  he  given  un¬ 
der  the  solemnity  of  an  mth,  if  it  contain 
I  contradiction,  refutes  itself :  and  he  who 
should  licar  such  testimony  in  court,  would 
I  forfeit  his  honor  as  a  man  of  truth,  and  ba 
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dinmissed  with  <lisa|)prohj!tion,  if  not  jmn- 
ishcd.  It  would  Im  of  no  avail  for  the  dQj)0- 
iient,  in  sm  h  a  ci'sc,  to  inforui  tiie  court 
that  what  t'_:'|icaiLd  r.a  eo!it;tu!ietioii  was  u 
m^cl  I  iT'K  t;s  th,  w!i;»  h  tinir  natural  ttu- 
dcrstaiidni^s  wire  uol  la-puMe  of  discern¬ 
ing.  If  tiie  natural  uudof.'!.i:i  ling  of  mail 
be  not  callable  of  judgitig  in  this  case,  it 
seems  altogether  ini|)iojM  r  to  lay  the  testi¬ 
mony  before  it.  Now,  as  we  are  com|ieiled 
to  pronounce  tli.-it  false  which  contains  con¬ 
tradiction,  relative  to  the  temporal  coucerns 
of  society,  so  ought  we  to  do  in  relation  to 
religious  doctriucs.  Lit  him,  thendoiv, 
who  hears  preaching,  list.ii  with  all  tlw 
caution  and  iitu  iitiou  v*  Iiirh  he  v»  (itihl  fc;  i 
bound  to  exercise,  were  he  liearing  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  a  witness  in  a  case  wlneli  was  to 
lie  decided  by  his  own  judgment  :  let  him 
be  aide,  by  such  ccutious  attention,  to  com¬ 
pare  all  parts  of  the  sernioti,  so  as  to  detect 
any  contradii  tlon  which  tlio  preacher  may 
ftilvance,  and  if  he  discover  inconsistency  in 
the  discourse  which  he  liears,  he  may,  with 
perfect  safety,  conclude  that  the  preacher 
has  been  la.horing  to  s(  t  up  no  other  doc¬ 
trine  than  sucli^c^  tlie  wisdom  of  tliis  world 
has  invented,  in  njipositiun  to  tlic  wisdom 
and  doctrine  of  God.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  consistency  and  harmony’  of  parts,  char¬ 
acterize  the  sermon,  it  is  pcrrectly  safe  for 
the  hearer  to  conclud.c  that  iho  wisdom  of 
Go<l  is  in  it.  Truth  alone  in  consistent  w  ith 
itself.  There  never  was  a  false  doctrine, 
invented  hy  man,  tliat  did  not  contain  can- 
tradiction,  and  iiu'ousislcncy. 

Perhaps  the  hear,  r  w  ill  say,  if  this  ruh 
lie  adopted,  I  must  dismiss,  as  error,  the 
most  of  sermons  which  I  liave  ever  heard, 
and  must  come  to  thceohclusion  that  nearly 
all  the  pr>  achers,  to  w  hom  1  have  li  ilcii- 
erl,  have  preached  tliruiselvrs,  in  room  of 
preaching  Christ  .lestis  the  Lord.  'I’lierc 
is  scarcely  any  thing  more  eommon  than 
the  saying,  I  cannot  understand  what  the 
preacher  says  ;  it  seems  to  me  like  contra¬ 
diction  :  but  I  suppose  the  fault  is  in  my¬ 
self.  This  conclusion  is  in  consc<]ucnce  of 
the  preacher’s  solemn  decluralion  lliat  the 
natural  understanding  of  his  hearers  is  inca¬ 
pable  of  iliscerning  the  consistency  and  har¬ 
mony  of  the  divine  mysteries  which  he  is 
commissioned  to  preach.  IJiil  here  we  de¬ 
tect  a  gross  inconsistency.  Why  should 
heaven  commission  a  man  to  preach  to  us 
mysterious  truth,  which  even  his  preaching 
cannot  bring  within  the  discerument  of  our 
understanding  ? 

II.  The  second  pr.^uliar  rharc.eteristie  of 
false  doctrines,  is  portitilit)/.  All  the  erro¬ 
neous  dtK-trines  w  Inch  have  ever  been  Uiught 
in  tho  world,  contain  tliis  jieeuliar  mark, 
and  by  it  may  lie  known  to  lie  false.  A 
false  doctrine  lias  favors  for  some,  whicdi 
favors  it  cannot  extend  to  others.  It  is 
true,  it  will  profess  to  have  good  reasons  for 
its  gracious  liberality  to  its  favorites,  and 
also  for  withholding  all  mercy  from  otliers. 
If  it  be  asked,  by  what  authority  we  assert 
that  all  doctrines  arc  false  which  are  par¬ 
tial,  we  ofTl  r  the  follow  ing  testimony  of  an 
acknowledged  apostle:  “tho  wisdom  that 
it  from  above  is  first  pure,  tlien  jienccuble. 


gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entreated,  full  ol 
mercy  and  good  fniiis,  wiiiiout  partiality, 
and  without  iiypocrisy.’’  \Vc  are  here  as¬ 
sured,  that  in  the  wisd.om  or  doctrine  of 
(hi.l,  there  is  r.o  partial 'f.  'll  the 
tiiiies,  which  men  have  u;\cetcd,  or 
pretend  to  be,  J’li't  i.f  inrrrij  <in.l 
1(1,'  ‘■■(•ch  as  are  fiiiiuily  to  them  aa.l  lln  ir 
f' ••pm.  iiients,  uml  who  love  and  sup|,>ort 
ilieni  ;  but  eepi  dly  full  of  wrath  and  ven¬ 
geance  towards  such  as  do  not  reci  iv»-  them, 
nor  i-ouforni  to  llirir  precepts.  I.-ireclly 
caiiirary  to  tliis  is  l!;c  h  iiguage  of  tlic  wis¬ 
dom  of  God  : — “  if  yc  love  tlie  n  wliirli 
love  you,  wh.it  reward  have  ye  ?  do  not  even 
I'ic  j.iihlicans  the  sr.nie  ?  And  if  ye  s-.-dute 
y  »m-  1  rcllir.  11  only,  wliat  do  ye  more  tlrm 
Olliers  ?  do  not  even  the  publicans  so  ?  J’lil 
i  say  unto  you,  love  year  cnr-ntiis,  bless 
llieni  that  curse  yon,  do  good  to  ilieni  that 
li  '.te  yon,  and  pray  for  them  w  liicli  de-  pite- 
rull^’  use  3'oo,  and  persecute  you  :  that  ye 
may  lie  the  eliildreii  of  vo»r  ct  ’’ncr  whicli 
is  in  heaven  ;  lor  he  make  th  his  sun  to  rise 
on  t!io  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  sciidctli 
rain  on  the  just  cud  on  the  unjust.  l>eye, 
ihc'.efore,  perl'cct,  tvcii  as  your  I'atlier 
w  hich  is  in  heaven  is  perfec  t.’’  Is  it  possi¬ 
ble  that  any  one,  v,  ho  possesses  a  common 
nnderstanding,  should  not,  bj'  this  iiifalliL.e 
rule,  he  able  to  disce  rn  the  dilt’erciicc  be¬ 
tween  tlic  wisdom  which  is  from  above,  and 
ibc  wisdom  wliich  is  from  bcneulh  ?  Tliat 
the  liearcr  may  have  a  distinct  and  clear  view 
of  partiality,  sucli  as  is  contained  in  a  doc¬ 
trine,  w  liicli  lias  for  a  long  time,  liecn  receiv¬ 
ed  an  1  eml  iMcod,  as  tlie  pure  doctrine  (if  the 
wisdom  of  God,  we  will  licrerpuite  font  that 
Gatccliism,  whicli  lay  on  nnr  cradhs  wlien 
we  weretiKa’ein  ro  -ked  by  our  fond  and  pion..^ 
mothers.  Sec  questions  U)  mid  20,  witli 
tin  ir  answers.  “  What  is  the  iniscry 
of  tiiat  oslato  whcrcinlo  man  fell  ?  A,  All 
maid.ind  by  the  fall,  lost  communion  with 
God,  are  under  his  wrath  and  curse,  and  so 
made  liable  to  ail  the  miseries  of  this  life, 
to  death  itself  and  to  the  pains  of  hell  for¬ 
ever.  (|.  Did  God  leave  ail  mankind  to 
perish  in  this  state  of  sin  and  miser}'  ?  A, 
God  having,  out  of  his  mere  good  pleasure, 
from  all  etcriiitj',  elected  some  to  everlasting 
life,  did  enter  into  a  covenant  of  grace,  to 
deliver  them  out  of  the  estate  of  sin  and 
miser}',  and  to  bring  them  into  an  estate  of 
salvation  hy  a  Kcdecmer.”  In  this  ejuota- 
lioii  from  the  Shorter  Catechism,  wc  find 
a  most  palpable  instance,  not  only  of  par- 
liiilitii,  but  also  of  contradiction.  Those 
reverend  doctors  of  divinity,  who  in  tlicir 
sage  wisdom  compiled  this  Catechism,  state 
it  as  a  matter  of  positive  fact,  that  all  man¬ 
kind,  1>}’  the  fill,  were  made  liable  to  the 
jiains  of  hell  forever.  Ihit  in  the  same 
(piotatiou  tluiy  inform  us,  that  God  from  all 
eternity,  elected  sonic  to  everlasting  life. 
Here  let  us  ask  how  it  was  {lossible  for 
those  who  were,  from  all  eternity,  elected  to 
everlasting  life,  to  be  made  liable  to  the 
pains  of  hell  forever,  by  the  fall  of  man,  or 
by  any  other  means  \  This  contradiction, 
we  presinno,  did  not  come  into  the  minds 
of  those  doctors  of  whom  we  speak  ;  but  it 
is,  most  e\i(lcTitIy,  a  direct  contradiction. 


Ill  fact,  this  confradicticn  involves  the  most 
appsiliug  a.bsnrdities.  It  supposes  that  even 
the  election  of  God  could  not  prevent  man’s 
liability  to  the  pains  of  lull  forever.  It  al- 
.;  i  si.pp-oses  that  the  covenant  of  his  grace 
i.ds  tlio  weak  to  prevent  this  same  awful 
liu'jility!  If  the  (piestion  had  been  put  to 
those  divisies,  at  the  time  they  composed 
this  cre.-d,  whether  they  believed  llmt  those 
whom  God  elected,  from  ail  etcriiily,  to  ev- 
crl'istiiig  life,  were  ever,  at  aiiy  time,  liable 
to  be  lost  forever  they  would,  to  a  man,  have 
answered  in  the  negative.  Why  then,  it 
will  be  asl;c(t,  itld  they  contradict  their  ovrn 
fuitli  ?  To  answer  this  correctly,  no  doubt 
we  must  svy,  not  b.ec iiusc  they  wished  to  de¬ 
ceive  ot'ui.i;  but  lieean-.c  they  tlumsclvcs 
bi  t!ic  daiki',r«s  of  their  own  wisdom. 
In  liiis  e  I'C,  tlio  I  lind  have  led  the  Wind; 
and  till'  e.):oeauenee  has  been  abundantly 
such  as  tlie  !?avi(mr  dcscrilicd. 

As  we  have  fio  clearly  dctrclcd  this  in¬ 
stance  of  inconsistency,  we  may  notice  as 
palpable  a  etise  of  put  iiality.  In  the  quo¬ 
tation  from  the  Cateebism,  its  authors  first 
represent  all  niankind  in  one  and  the  same 
estate  of  sin  and  misery — all  as  having  lost 
.'•omniunion  with  GckI — all  alike  under  the 
divine  wrath  and  curse,  and  all  alike  liable 
to  the  pains  of  hell  forever.  But  do  they 
iillow  that  God  tre.ated  all  mankind  alike  1 
Bv  no  moans.  They  ask  the  question, 
“  Did  God  leave  all  mankind  to  perish  in 
the  estate  of  sin  and  misery?”  and  in  their 
answer  they  say,  that  God,  “out  of  his 
more  good  pleasure,  fiorn  all  eternity,  elect¬ 
ed  some  to  cverlustiug  life,  and  did  cuter 
into  a  covcii.aut  of  grace,  to  deliver  them 
out  of  the  state  of  sin  and  misery,  and  to 
liring  lh<  m  into  an  estate  of  salvation  hy  a 
Redeemer.”  Was  there  ever  a  more  pal- 
p.ible  instance  of  partiality  ?  Is  it  in  the 
power  of  human  inv.ontion  to  imagine  an 
instance  of  partiality  more  glaring,  or  ap- 
l.'ulliiig  ?  Suppose,  the  master  of  a  vessel 
discovers  a  wroek  at  sea,  and  far  from  land. 
On  appro.aching  it,  he  finds  twelve  most 
miscnible  sulTorcrs,  whose  last  and  only 
hope  was,  that  God  would  direct  some  kind 
mariner  to  their  relief.  The  cjiplain  orders 
his  men  to  fake  four  of  those  perishing 
ercaturcs  from  tlie  wreck,  put  them  on 
board  of  his  own  safe  and  convenient  ship, 
and  accommodate  them  with  all  their  wants 
require,  or  the  most  generous  hospitality 
can  Ixsstow,  hut  leaves  the  remaining  eight, 
who  on  their  knees  bog  for  their  lives,  to 
perish  without  favor.  The  captain  returns 
from  sea,  and  restores  the  men  whose  lives 
he  had  saved,  to  their  friends  and  their 
homes ;  and  relates  all  these  circumstances 
to  his  fellow -citi'/ens.  They  gather.round 
him,  and  with  surprise  and  i.mpatience  ask 
him  whether  it  were  not  in  his  power  to 
have  saved  the  eight  whom  he  left  to  per¬ 
ish  ?  lie  replies,  that  it  was  just  as  easy 
to  have  saved  them  all,  as  to  save  four. 
They  again  ask  why  he  did  not  save  them 
all  ?  1  le  replies,  that  it  was  according  to 

his  mere  goorf  pleasure  that  he  elected  the 
four,  and  that  it  was  according  to  his  mere 
^ood  pleasure  to  leave  the  re.st  to  perish ! 
With  what  indignation  would  such  aii  an- 
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swcr  be  lieanl  by  citizyia  possessc  1  ul' 
those  feelings  which  are  coin;no;i  to  man¬ 
kind  !  and  yet  then*  is  no  more  p  irtiaiily 
in  this  captain's  contlacf,  tli  iii  tliore  is  in 
the  representation  of  the  co  idnci  of  (Jol, 
that  we  lind  in  the  quotation  frum  llic  Cate¬ 
chism  whicli  we  are  noticing. 

We  liave  been  told  that  such  apparent 
contradictions,  and  this  most  manifest  in¬ 
stance  of  j)arUulily,  are  0013'  mysteries, 
tvhich  man's  carnal  reason  cannot  nnder- 
ttmd.  Hut  wlioever  will  curefiiil}’  follow 
tlic  directions  of  sound  ciilightened  reason, 
will  reject  them,  n.s  belonging  to  the  103  s- 
terios  of  iaiqiiil3'. 

III.  The  third  peculiar  characteristic  of 
the  wisdom  that  is  from  beneath,  aiwl  that 
wliich  will,  in  addition  to  the  tw  ot'nc.t  have 
been  mentioned,  coniphite  the  general  rule 
by  which  all  false  doctrines  m  \y  be  detect¬ 
ed,  and  by  w'lich  the  hearer  inrq,-  alwav's 
decivle  wlu'llicr  tlie  prcaclicr  preaches  him¬ 
self,  or  Christ  Jesus  the  T,orii, — is  tliat  of 
unnicrcifnl  crurlh/.  There  is  not,  there 
never  was,  a  false  iloclriiie  invontcvl  b3'mnn, 
which  may  not  I.e  known  to  he;  false  by  its 
containing  tiiis  most  slioching  ntlribntc. 
AVill  the  bearer  inquire  whether  we  mean 
to  call  the  just  panisliiucnt  of  sin  uniucrci- 
f;d  cruelty?  whether  we  mean  to  accuse 
the  righteous  Ruler  of  the  uuiv(  rsc  with 
cruelty,  if  he  punish  such  as  rcljel  against 
his  I10I3'  laws,  and  contemn  his  autliority  1 
To  this  inquiry  we  answer,  by  no  means. 
Just  punishment  is  not  cruLjt3' ;  it  is  per¬ 
fectly  consistent  with  mere’.’,  as  may  be 
seen  both  in  sound  theorv"  and  in  w  holesome 
practice..  The  apostle  informs  us,  as  we 
have  before  noticed,  that  the  wisdom  w  liich 
is  from  above  is  /i///  qf  mercy.  There  is 
therefore,  no  cruelty  in  it.  That  ju-.:icc, 
which  is  administered  1)3’  the  wis.lom  of 
God,  is  an  attribute  of  goodnes.s.  Tiiis 
doctrine  will  be  found  to  be  sound  in  prac¬ 
tice  as  well  as  in  thcort’.  You  sec  a  pa¬ 
rent  chastise  his  son  with  a  roil — 30U  ask 
the  father  why  lie  tlia.s  infiicts  striiies  on 
bis  son.  The  father  replies  ; — >13-  son  is 
disobedient ;  those  things  whi-h  I  command 
hiin  to  do,  he  neglects ;  and  wliat  I  com¬ 
mand  him  not  to  do,  be  docs  ;  he  is  stub¬ 
born  and  self-willed,  and  I  am  under  the 
necessity  of  inflicting  this  [lunishmcnt.  You 
further  ask  the  father  wlietlier  he  intends 
this  punishment  shall  operate  to  humble 
his  child,  subdue  his  will,  and  to  make  him 
obedient.  The  father  replies  in  the  affirm¬ 
ative.  He  moreover  tells  you,  with  tcnr.s  of 
grief  in  his  eyes,  that  he  luis  re.n’.dned  from 
inflicting  such  punishm''nt  for  a  long  time, 
in  hope  of  reclaiming  bis  son  b3’  admoni¬ 
tions  and  persiaisions ;  but  that  tliese  had 
I'een  tried  in  vain  ;  that  he  is  now  obliged 
to  resort  to  this  more  severe  measure  for 
the  purpose  of  reducing  his  child  to  o'led^ 
cnee.  Tiie  father  tells  \’ou,  that  he  would 
much  ratlier  rcceivt  tliLSC  stripes  himself, 
if  that  would  as  well  ri’form  his  son.  You 
•ec  no  cruelty  in  all  this.  You  see  com¬ 
passion,  parental  kindiies-s — yo»,  mercy  de¬ 
signing  the  very  best  g.'Kid  of  tlie  afflicted 
•on.  But  suppose,  in  place  of  the  above 
answer,  the  fattier  should  repl}’,  with  fur}' 


ill  his  counteii’ance.  No,  I  have  no  desire  to 
reform  my  son  ;  I  do  not  wi.sli  him  to  be¬ 
come  obedient ;  I  iicitlier  love  him  nor  de¬ 
sire  him  to  love  me.  Bill  I  am  determined 
to  iiillict  ail  the  suiicriiig  up.ou  him  which  I 
can  possibi}'  cn  >l)ic  him  to  'oeur  ;  aiid  this  1 
s’lall  continue  as  long  as  pi)s.sil.!c.  vVhaf 
do  3’ou  sec  now  ?  Tliis  is  cruelty  :  arid  it 
is  as  nr’.cli  oppoc  si  to  justice  as  it  is  to 
mere}’.  'I’lic  h  ’nrcr  will  now  iin  Ici-stan  1 
that  pti'iishmcnt,  wtii  ’li  is  not  designed  to 
I’ei'brm,  wiiich  is  inflict’d  and  protrjctedi 
f.>r  no  other  purpose  than  to  gratify  a  spirit 
and  disposition  of  virutictivc  wratri,  is  what 
we  ijicun  liy  uaiiirrcifnl  cruell}’.  In  what¬ 
ever  doc'.riii’j  such  piinis'nmciit  is  litld  up, 
lliat  doctrine  is  t'ncreby  proved  erroneous  ; 
and  whoever  preaehi's  such  pnni.shmcnt, 
preaches  not  llie  wisdom  which  is  from 
above  ;  but  ho  preaches  tli  it  wis.lom  whifdi 
is  from  betic!  lli :  lie  prciiclies  not  C'lirist 
Jesus  till’  Lord,  but  he  pr.;a’‘b('s  biiiisclf. 
Tlic  spirit  and  disjiosiiioii  of  bis  (loclriiie 
arc  not  of  Christ,  but  ihcj’  are  of  liiniself. 
They  are  fuin.l  in  his  heart:  tiny  are  not 
contained  in  liiot  wisdom  wliich  is  fall  of 
iiitrc}’  an  1  good  fruits. 

Let  tliese  three  infallible  c.liaraelcristics 
of  false  doctrines  be  aUviys  rciiicmhcred, 
and  let  them  he  associate:!  in  the  minds  of 
tlic  hearer  of  preaeiiinor,  and  there  wall  lie 
no  difficulty  in  determiiiiiig  correcll}’  as  to 
the  churaeter  of  the  sernvm  :  Conlniilic- 
tion,  p.trtuilify,  and  cntellif.  These  three 
ahoniin  itionn  are  contained  in  all  the  sys¬ 
tems  of  doctrine  which  have  their  origin  in 
llic  v.'Ijdom  of  man  ;  and  whoever  preaches 
tiicm,  preaches  hinii'clf  and  not  Christ  Je¬ 
sus  the  Lord. 

Having  furnished  tlie  hearer  with  t'le 
foregoing  rule  b}’  wiiich  lie  can  alw.iys  de¬ 
tect  a  fdse  teacher,  it  may  tiow  he  of  some 
service  to  in  iit'on  what  is  verv  comt  ion  in 
tin;  manner  of  tii  isc  who  preach  thcniselves. 
They  have  much  to  say  about  tlie  love 
which  llicv  feel  for  their  hearcr.s.  Tiic}- 
profess  to  liave  such  a  deep  coueern  for  the 
salvatio'.i  of  ])Oor  immortal  souls,  that  they 
can  scarcely  cat  their  food,  or  enjoy  repose 
ill  sleep.  They  w’ill  tell  tlicir  lieurers  tliat 
they  are  willing  to  spend,  and  b<’  spent  for 
:hcir  s.ilvation  ;  and  with  a  vehemence,  in¬ 
dicating  the  utmost  aiixiet}*  for  llie  danger 
their  hearers  are  in  of  fiilliiig  under  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  an  angry  God,  they  warn  them 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come!  Such 
preaching  is  frequent  anil  abundant;  and 
most  of  people  are  deceived  by  it.  They 
really  believe  what  their  pr'ea"hcrs  say,  and 
dreading  tlie  unmereiflil  wmth  of  God,  lliry 
ffy  >0  their  loving  minirsters  for  safet}’ !  But 
•ndiat  do  these  ministers  'preach  ?  Tb y 
preach  their  love,  their  desires  to  save  tlic 
people.  Now  if  wc  allow  that  they  arc 
iionest,  wc  must  allow  tliat  they  prc  icii 
themselves,  not  C'lirist  .Icsus  the  l^ord.  If 
they  believed  that  God’.s  love  toward.s  their 
hearers  was  as  great  as  the}'  represent  their 
ow’ii  to  be  ;  or  if  t'ney  believed  that  the  love 
of  Christ  .Jesus  the  Lord,  was  as  great  as 
their  own.  they  would  neithesr  be  concerned 
about  the  etenr.il  slate  of  their  hearers,  nor 
w'vnld  they  tliiak  it  Bccas.'iaiy  to  a’.vakoB  in 


them  any  ajiprelieiisioris  concerning  it.  But 
being  ignorant  of  (iod's  love,  they  preach 
ihcir  own,  and  being  igiiorant  of  the  love  of 
Ghrist  Je.siis  the  Lord,  the}’  persuade  the 
people  lo  hciii  ve  in  their  love. 

Jiut  t’lerc  rein  dns  another  subject,  con¬ 
tained  ill  our  U  xt,  which  deserves  special 
attention,  being  the  major  subject  which  the 
ap  )>tlc  had  in  view.  It  is  that  of  preach¬ 
ing  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord.  The  iiicthod 
■)}'  which  wc  shall  now’  trc;at  this  most  im- 
jiortint  theme,  will  be  by  showing  how 
Cbri.st  Jesus  the  Lord  is  preached,  by  tlia 
leslimony  of  S'criptiiro ;  and  that  in  tliis 
scriptural  inarmcr  of  pree.chiiig  him,  we  dis¬ 
cover  a  striking  contrast  to  the  preaching 
and  doctrine  of  those  who  have  preached 
tliemsolvcs,  or  the  w  isdom  of  man. 

Ill  the  promise  of  God  to  Abraham, 
Christ  Jesus  the  Lord  is  thus  preached: 
“And  the  Scripture,  Ibresceing  that  God 
would  justify  the  licathen  through  faith, 
preached  before  the  gospel  unto  Abraham, 
saying,  in  tliee  shall  all  nations  lie  blessed. 
Now  to  Abraham  and  his  seed  were  the 
promises  inad.c.  He  s'lith  not,  and  to  seeds, 

3.S  of  many :  hut  as  of  one,  and  to  thy  sccil,  • 
which  is  Christ.”  This  jiromise  is  that 
covenant  of  wiiich  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord 
is  the  mediator ;  and  of  it  the  apostle  says, 
“And  this  I  sav’,  that  the  c-ovenant  that  was 
conlirmed  before  of  Godin  Christ,  the  law, 
wiiich  was  four  hundred  and  thirty  year* 
afler,  cannot  disannul,”  Here  let  us  bo 
careful  to  compare  this  covenant  with  tho 
one  whii’h  wc  find  in  the  creed,  which  we 
have  uotiec'J.  “  God  having  out  of  his  mere 
goo'l  pleasure,  from  all  eternity,  elected 
some  to  everlasting  life,  did  enter  into  a 
covenant  of  grace,  to  deliver  them  out  of  tho 
estate  of  sin  and  misery,  and  to  bring  them 
into  an  c-^tate  of  salvation  b}’  a  Redeemer,” 
This  covenant  of  giT.ee  embraces  some; 
God's  covenant  of  grace  embraces  all  nn- 
tioit.'t.  “  In  llicc  shall  alt  nations  be  bless¬ 
ed.”  Let  the  hearer  distinctly  notice  tho 
two  words ;  those  divines  who  composed 
the  eri’cd,  used  (lie  word  some;  God,  who 
made  the  promise  to  Abraham,  used  the 
word  all.  Do  3’ou  ask  wii}’  those  doctors 
did  not  use  the  language  of  Scripture  ?  The 
i'c;isoii  w.is,  they  wore  siying  something 
that  man  had  invented,  which  is  iiiopposi- 
tiiin  to  the  w  isdom  of  God.  They  ccald 
not,  tlicrefor.?,  express  their  wisdom  in  tlie 
language  of  divine  interpretation.  Do  you 
again  ask,  wh}'  these  divines  were  so  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  divine  testirnon}’  as  to  violate 
it  so  directly?  We  aii>wer,  they  were  en- 
gag'”!  in  a  concern  of  their  own ;  they 
:n  ule  use  of  their  own  langue.ge  ;  and  their 
language  w’as  suited  to  their  subject  as  well 
as  is  tho  Imigiiage  of  divine  inspiration  to 
the  blessed  gospel  which  it  proclaims. 

In  the  following  m’anner  did  the  inspired 
Isaiah  prcacli  fihrist  Jesus  the  Lord  :  “  It 
shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  that  the 
moniitrdn  of  the  Jjord's  house  shall  be  estab¬ 
lished  ill  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  shall 
lie  cxalteil  a!)ovc  the  hills :  and  all  nations 
shall  flow  unto  it.'’  Compare  this  with  the 
promise,  “  in  thcc  shall  ail  nations  be  bless¬ 
ed.”  Notice)  the  word  a//,  and  remember  to 
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compare  it  with  the  wonl  »omc.  The  same 
inspired  propliot  njrain  says,  ••  In  this  moun¬ 
tain  shall  the  Lord  of  hosts  make  unto  all 
people  a  feast  of  fat  thititrs.  And  he  will 
destroy  in  this  niouniHin  the  face  of  the  eo- 
Tering  ciist  over  all  people,  ainl  the  veil  that 
is  spren<l  over  all  nations.  He  will  sw.il- 
low  up  death  in  vietory  ;  and  the  Ijord  (lod 
will  wipe  away  tears  from  olf  all  fares  ;  ami 
the  rebuke  of  his  |ienple  shall  he  take  away 
from  off  all  the  earth  ;  ft>rthe  Lord  hath  sjw- 
ken  it.”  Hereag:iin  notieetlnit  the  prop'liet 
uses  the  words,  all  people,  all  mitione,  all 
facet,  and  all  the  earth.  The  assembly  of 
divim^,  who  wnite  the  Cateehism,  gravely 
inform  us  that  Go<l  from  all  eternity  eliftcsl 
tome  ! 

In  the  following  langtinge  does  the  pro¬ 
phet  Daniel  preaeh  Christ  .lesus  the  I^ord  : 

"  And  there  was  given  him  dominion,  anil 
^lory,  and  a  kingdom,  that  all  people,  na¬ 
tions  and  languages  should  serve  him.’’  The 
forerunner  of  Christ  preaehed  him,  saying, 

**  Behold  the  Lamb  of  (Jo-l  wliieh  taketb 
away  the  sin  of  the  world.”  The  Im  IovisI 
disciple  preaeheil  Christ,  saying,  “  We  have 
seen  and  «lo  testify  that  the  Father  sent  the 
Son  to  lie  the  Saviour  of  the  w  orld.”  To  the 
Romans,  St.  Paul  thus  preaehed  f'hrist  : 
••Therefore,  as  by  the  oflenee  of  one,  judg¬ 
ment  came  u|H>n  all  men  to  eondemnation  ; 
•Ten  so,  by  the  righteousness  of  one,  the 
free  gift  came  uimhi  all  men  unto  justiliea- 
tion  of  life.  For  God  hath  coneluded 
them  all  in  unladief,  that  he  might  have 
mercy  upon  all.”  To  the  F.phesians, 
the  same  apostle  preaches  Christ,  saying, — 
"  Having  made  known  unto  us  tlie  mystery 
of  his  will,  aerordii.g  to  his  good  pleiisure, 
which  he  hath  purposeil  in  himself:  that  in 
the  dis|tensntion  of  the  fulness  of  times,  he 
might  gather  together  in  one  all  things  in 
Christ,  both  which  are  in  heaven,  and  which 
are  on  earth,  even  in  him.”  To  the  Phi- 
lippians,  he  preaches  Christ,  as  follows  : — 
•‘  Wherefore  Gml  also  hath  highly  exalted 
him,  and  given  him  a  name  which  is  above 
every  name :  that  at  the  name  of  .Jesus  every 
knee  should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and 
things  on  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  : 
and  that  every  tongue  should  confess  that 
Jesus  is  Lortf,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther.”  To  Timothy,  the  same  apostle  holds 
this  language  ;  having  exhorted  him  to  pray 
for  all  men,  he  adds  as  reason  therefor, — 
•‘  For  this  is  goo<l  and  acceptable  in  the  sight 
of  God  our  Saviour ;  w  ho  will  have  all  men 
to  lie  saved,  and  to  come  unto  the  knowletlge 
of  the  truth.  For  there  is  one  God,  and  one 
Mediator  lictween  God  and  men,  the  man 
Christ  Jesus ;  who  gave  himself  a  ransom 
for  all,  to  be  testifieil  in  due  time.”  If  if 
had  been  the  sole  purpose  of  the  inspired 
writers,  in  penning  the  passages  here  quo¬ 
ted,  to  refute  all  the  arguments  which  have 
been  used  in  favor  of  limited  salvation,  and 
partial  favor,  it  seems  impossible  liiat  they 
could  have  lieen  more  explicit.  What  cler¬ 
gyman,  believing  in  limiteil  grace,  and  par¬ 
tial  salvation,  would  be  w  illing  to  go  before 
a  congregation  and  say.  My  friends,  there 
i«  much  dispute  in  the  Christian  world,  con¬ 
cerning  tlic  question,  whether  all  men  will 


finally  lie  saved  by  .Jesus  Christ  the  I.ord, 
or  only  a  part.  1  am  willing  thiif  this  long 
contested  jioint  should  lie  sittlcd  by  the  di¬ 
vine  testimony  :  and  after  staling  thus,  pro- 
ceid  to  (piote  tlie  passages  whieli  wc  have 
just  notice  I,  vcrbr.tim  :  and  conelnde  by  say¬ 
ing,  Here,  my  friends,  you  h.sie  the  divine 
n  stimony  on  this  weighty  subjert  ;  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  testimony  you  are  all  bound 
to  believe. 

It  seems  that  no  sincere  Christian  would 
be  willinj  to  object  to  the  m  inner  in  which  | 
the  angel  of  God  preaclicil  Christ  .Jesus  the 
Lonl.  The  titne  of  this  memorable  sermon 
was  the  birth  of  the  Saviour.  The  audience 
were  the  shepherds.  I’lie  exordium  was 
short,  but  eomprehensivo  :  “  Fear  not.” — 
How  very  dilJi-rent  is  this  from  the  wisdom 
which  is  from  beneath.  The  preacher  de¬ 
voted  to  its  interest,  begins  by  exciting  all 
the  fear  he  can.  Unless  he  can  fill  his  au¬ 
dience  with  fear,  he  has  little  hope  of  suc¬ 
cess.  The  aitgel's  sermon  wtis  also  short ; 
but  no  sermon  ever  comprebeiuled  more  : 

••  For,  In-ludd,  1  bring  you  glad  tidings  of 
gn-jit  joy,  which  shall  lie  to  all  i)eople.  For 
iin’o  you  is  Isirn  this  day,  in  the  eity  of  Da¬ 
vid,  a  Saviour,  which  is  ('hrist  the  Lord.” 
After  this  sermon,  there  was  an  appropriate 
hymn  sung,  by  an  heavenly  choir.  The 
hymn,  like  the  sermon,  was  short ;  but  hea¬ 
ven  nor  earth  ever  hear«l  one  which  express¬ 
ed  more,  or  devotion  more  pure :  "  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  pence,  goo«l 
will  to  men.”  With  what  surprise  would 
our  Christian  churches  lie  filled,  should  their 
ministers  all  come  into  their  respective  pul¬ 
pits,  and  address  their  congregations  thus  : 
My  lieloved  hearers,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
you  have  much  reasoning  in  your  minds, 
on  the  question  whether  all  men  will  be  sa¬ 
ved,  or  not ;  and  I  have  studied  the  subject 
myself  w  ith  prayerful  solicitude  ;  for  1  view 
it  of  immense  weight.  But  the  question  is 
settled  in  the  divine  wisdom  ;  it  is  fully  ex- 
pri'ssed  in  the  declaration  of  the  angel  of 
Gcxl  to  the  shepherds  ;  and  then,  with  suita¬ 
ble  em[)hnsis,  pronounce  the  declaration  ! — 
In  place  of  doing  this,  they  have  to  study 
for  years,  at  colleges  and  thecdogieal  institu¬ 
tions,  to  learn  howto  evade  the  force  of  the 
divine  declarations ;  and  the  rest  of  their 
lives  they  spend  in  proving  to  the  world  that 
no  such  thing  was  meant  as  is  set  forth  by 
them. 

Another  discourse,  in  which  the  preacher 
preached  not  himself,  but  Christ  the  Lord, 
was  delivertxl  in  the  temple  by  aged  Simeon. 
Taking  the  blessed  babe  in  his  arms,  he 
blessed  God,  and  said,  “  Lord,  now  lettest 
thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  according 
to  thy  word  ;  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy 
salvation,  which  thou  hast  prepared  before 
the  face  of  all  jieople  :  a  light  to  lighten  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel.” 
It  has  often  lieen  said,  by  the  opposers  of 
impartial  salvation,  that  no  man  dare  to  die, 
in  the  belief  that  all  will  tie  saved.  This 
was  not  the  sentiment  of  ageil  Simeon  ;  in 
this  belief,  it  seems,  he  was  almost  impa¬ 
tient  to  depart. 

In  view  of  the  Scripture  manner  of  preach¬ 
ing  Christ  Jesus  tlio  Lord,  wo  feel  to  lunont 


the  fact,  that  it  is  but  little  regardetl,  and  scl- 
<iom  imilaterl,  in  our  times.  Could  preach¬ 
ers,  generally,  be  persuaded  to  preach  Christ 
in  the  language  of  divine  wisdom,  what  a 
»!ai  k  cioud  would  remove  frem  the  whole 
horizon  of  the  Christian  church  !  In  nlaco 
of  gloom  and  despair,  what  light  and  joy 
would  succeed  ! 

The  station  of  the  minister  of  Christ  Je¬ 
sus,  and  the  character  he  should  be  careful 
to  sustain,  are  expressed  in  the  concluding 
clause  of  our  text.  “  And  ourselves  your 
servants  for  Jesus’  sake.”  The  servant 
should  be  careful  to  do  what  his  master 
requires.  If  it  is  to  preach,  he  should  preach 
according  to  his  mission,  fc^t.  Paul  says  : 
••  Who  also  hath  made  us  able  ministers  of 
the  New  Testament;  not  of  the  letter,  but 
of  the  spirit :  for  the  letter  killelh,  but  tho 
spirit  gi'cth  life.”  The  doctrine  of  the 
New  TesUiment  is  not  death  :  but  it  is  life. 
Among  many  jirofcssed  Christians,  in  our 
times,  a  minister  is  thought  to  be  able  ac¬ 
cordingly  as  he  administers  death.  And 
those  who  can  best  succeed  in  bringing  ap¬ 
prehensions  and  fears  into  the  minds  of  their 
liciirers,  arc  thought  to  be  the  most  able. — 
When  the  angel  of  God  brought  the  apostles 
out  of  prison,  he  thus  charged  them  ;  “  Go, 
stand  and  speak  in  the  temple  to  the  people 
all  the  words  of  this  life.”  In  room  of 
preaching  to  the  people  all  the  words  of 
that  life  and  immortality  which  are  brought 
to  light  through  the  gospel,  it  serins  to  b« 
the  whole  business  of  too  many  to  preach 
to  the  people  all  the  words  of  death  and 
condemnation  which  have  been  invented  by 
the  wisdom  that  is  from  liencath  !  Again, 
St.  Paul  says  :  “  Unto  me,  who  am  less 
than  the  least  of  all  saints,  is  this  grace  given, 
that  I  should  preach  among  the  Gentiles  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ.”  If  we  could 
believe  that  many  who  now  preach,  were 
divinely  commissioned,  we  should  suppose 
that  they  were  commanded  to  preach  tho 
unsearchable  fulness  of  eccrlastinp  tcrath! 

That  abject  slaverj',  in  which  tlie  Chris¬ 
tian  clergy  have  held  the  people  for  ages, 
shows,  in  a  most  striking  manner,  how  en¬ 
tirely  opposite  their  conduct  has  been  to  that 
which,  according  to  our  text,  it  ought  to 
have  been. 

My  friends,  in  viewing  tlie  errors  and 
wrongs  which  have  appeared,  as  we  have 
proceeded  in  these  diseussions,  let  us  ho 
humble ;  and  while  contemplating  the  di¬ 
vine  goodness  which  has  been  presented, 
let  us  be  gniteful,  and  rejoice  in  the  Lord. 


The  glory  of  man  does  not  consist  in  his 
being  a  master,  or  a  rich  man,  a  nobleman, 
or  a  king ;  it  consists  in  his  being  a  man,  in 
his  being  formed  in  the  image  of  his  Crea¬ 
tor. — Savrin. 

Humanity  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  parts 
of  Christianity,  which  tenches  us  not  only 
to  do  good  to  mankind,  but  to  love  each  other 
as  brethren  ;  and  all  this  depends  on  the  sen¬ 
sibility  of  our  heart* — the  greatest  blessinu 
bestowed  by  Providence  on  man,  and  with¬ 
out  which,  with  the  most  refined  and  polish¬ 
ed  understanding,  he  would  bo  no  better  than 
a  savage. — C.  J.  Fox. 
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RELIGIOV8  NOTICES. 

Br.  A.  B.  Grosli  will  prcarli  at  Siillirnn  the 
4th  Sunday  inst.  (a  week  from  to-morrow)  and 
at  New-Hartn>rd  the  fith  Sunday. 

Br.  D.  Skinner  will  prearh  at  South  Now- 
Berlin  on  the  tirst  Sunday  in  February  next. 

Br.  W.  Bullard  will  preaoh  at  F.ricvillc,  on 
Monday  evening  next,  the  17th  inst. ;  at  N'cl- 
•on  Flats,  on  Tuesday  evening ;  at  C;i/.cnovia,  | 
on  Wednesday  evening;  at  I’etcrhorongh  vil¬ 
lage,  on  Thursday  evening;  and  at  rolimil)ia, 
in  the  school  house  near  Esij.  Warren’s,  on 
Sunday  the  29th  inst  being  the  hflh  Sunday  in 
this  month. 

TO  POSTMASTERS. 

Mr.  Z.  Allen,  P.  M.  (somewhere)  who  rends 
back  Wm.  Smith's  paper  requesting  it  to  be 
stopped,  as  Mr.  S.  is  dead,  will  confer  a  favor 
on  us  by  informing  us  tchere  he  is  P.  M.  or  wlicre 
Mr.  Smitli’s  paper  has  Iteen  sent,  (his  letter  be¬ 
ing  without  date,)  fur  as  we  have  almut  a  dozen 
Wm.  Smiths  on  our  list,  it  is  impossible  to  tell 
which  of  them  is  intended  without  knowing  the 
flat*. 

“TOO  GOOD  TO  BE  TRUE.” 

Yes ;  error  is  much  better  than  truth,  and  truth 
much  worse  than  error — that  is,  if  many  of  our 
limitarian  brethren  speak  the  trntli.  Nov.’,  as  a 
bitter  fountain  cannot  yield  sweet  waters,  nor  a 
sweet  fountain,  bitter,  so  it  follows  tliat  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  error  must  be  lietter  than  the  fountain  of 
truth — nay  more ;  that  the  fountain  of  error  is 
positively  gootl,  while  tlie  source  of  trufli  is  not 
good !  This  is  as  evident  as  that  no  stream  can 
flow  higher  than  its  source,  or  that  the  whole  is 
greater  than  any  of  its  parts.  Hence,  when  our 
brethren  who  “limit  the  Holy  One  of  Israel” 
in  his  purposes  of  grace  and  accomplishment  of 
a  world’s  salvation,  fleclare  tliat  “  Univer^alism 
is  too  good  to  be  true” — in  other  words,  cannot 
be  tnie,  beraiise  it  is  good — and  als«)  assert  that 
error  proceeds  from  the  devil  and  has  its  source 
in  hell,  while  truth  procecd.s  from  God  and  has 
its  birth  in  lieaven,  do  they  not  infcrentialjy  ad¬ 
mit,  or  tacitly  declare,  that  the  devil  is  n  better 
being  than  God,  and  hell  a  happier  place  th.an 
heaven  1  We  pause  f<>r  a  reply.  G. 

OPER.ATION  OF  THE  SPIRIT. 

A  certain  lady  in  this  village  who  has  just 
*'  got  religion,”  “obtained  a  hope,”  been  “  bom 
again,”  says  that  while  under  conviction,  and 
passing  through  the  wonderful  operations  of 
“the  spirit,”  she  was  brought  to  feel  prrferthj 
willing  to  be  damned — she  even  prayed  that  Go«l 
would  send  bar  soul  to  hell — yea,  that  he  would 
•end  her  to  hell  immediately!  This  was  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  tliat  religion  she  was  then  getting — and 


she  esteemed  it  an  evidence  of  remarkable  re¬ 
signation  or  reconciliation  to  God. 

But  alas  I  did  this  deluded  woman  realize 
what  she  said  1  certainly  not :  or  if  she  did,  and 
spoke  the  truth  relative  to  her  feelings,  she  must 
have  hated  God  (yes  instead  of  being  reeoncUed 
to  him)  she  must  have  hated  him  with  a  perfect 
— almost  an  immortal — luitred.  For  she  prayed 
God  to  send  her  immediately  to  hell,  where  she 
expc!cted  to  enter  on  the  unending  employment 
of  cursing  and  blaspheming  the  name  of  God. 
But  never  before,  was  she  desirous  of  entering 
into  such  an  employment. 

Query:  Is  this  the  ettcctof  religion — to  make 
people  hate  God,  and  wish  to  engage  in  endless 
blaqphemits  ? 

Oh  !  delusion,  delusion  I  This  same  woman  I 
was  received  as  a  true  Christian  convert  by  Dr. 
Lansing’s  church  ! !  S. 

JUSTICE  vs.  ORTHODOXY. 

In  the  Court  of  Public  Opinion,  inquiring  for 
thcc.ausc  of  Truth,  by  the  laws  of  Limitarianism, 
in  llie  Cummouwc.allh  of  Public  Welfare,  Jan¬ 
uary  Term,  A.  D.  1850. 

This  was  an  interesting  trial,  brought  by  the 
Plaintiff,  on  a  claim  to  tlie  endless  punishment 
of  the  Defendant. 

Orthodoxy  readily  agreed  to  pay  the  claim, 
provided  Justice  would  prove  its  truth — readily 
admitting,  (not  out  of  candor,  but  out  of  zeal  for 
her  favorite  dogma,)  that  Justice  h.as  a  right  to 
punish  endlessly,  every  being  who  violates  its 
laws. 

In  replic.ation  to  this  denial  of  its  claims  on 
Orthodoxy,  but  admission  of  iLs  right  to  punish 
endlessly,  all  who  violate  its  laws.  Justice  de¬ 
manded  tlie  endless  punishment  of  Orthodoxy, 
for  the  following  reason.^ : — 

1.  Any  attempt  to  defeat  the  claims  of  Justice, 
nin.st  be  an  attempt  to  establish  misrule  and  in¬ 
justice. 

The  Defendant,  looking  with  an  eye  of  malice 
on  L’nircrsalism,  admitted  the  argument. 

2.  All  attempts  to  establLsh  misrule  and  injus¬ 

tice,  must  be  made  in  violation  of  the  laws  of 
Justice,  and  are,  tliereforc,  deserving  of  endless 
punishment. - Admitted. 

3.  The  Defendant,  believing  all  men  guilty 
of  violating  the  laws  of  Justice,  has  endeavored 
to  save  many  from  the  inflictions  of  the  penalty 
— thus  attempting  to  defeat  the  claims  of  Justice 
on  a  portion  of  mankind. 

Silence  and  trembling— the  only  reply. 

Ergo — The  Defendant,  being  guilty  of  injus¬ 
tice,  is  deserving  of  endless  punishment. 

The  Defendant,  unable  to  show  cau.*«  why 
the  claim  of  Justice  should  not  be  establi.hed, 
refused  answering  the  logical  conclusions  of  the 
PlaiutilT— whereupon,  the  Court  adjudged  that 
Orthodoxy  be  branded  in  tlie  forehead  with  “the 
mark  of  the  beast,”  and  that  she  “  have  no  rest, 
day  nor  night,  for  the  smoke  of  her  torment  shall 
ascend  up  fbrever  and  ever.” 


Oil  hearing  this  appalling  sentenco  pronoun¬ 
ced,  after  her  own  construction,  Orthodoxy 
broke  fortli  into  loud  denunciations,  charging 
Justice  with  injustice,  and  the  Court  with  par¬ 
tiality,  in  judging  and  condemning  her  by  her 
own  laws,  and  threatening  to  certiorari  the  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  have  a  new  trial. 

The  Court  smiled  at  her  litry  and  adjourned 
— leaving  it  to  Jim:  to  determine  whether  the 
Defendant  should  be  gratified.  G. 

[For  tke  Maga-.i*e  and  Jdroratt.] 

Ilowlct  Uill,  Onoiida;pi  co.,  Dec.  30. 183  0. 

Dear  ^*ir — I  have  been  induced  to  pe¬ 
ruse  a  few  iiuinliers  of  your  interestiiur  pa¬ 
per,  by  first  noticing  the  honorable  course 
you  have  taketr,  in  exiaising  the  crafts  of  a 
society  who  wear  the  garb  of  religion,  and 
are  evidently  nttemptinp  to  [lave  the  way  to 
a  union  of  church  and  state.  I  confess,  Sir, 

I  am  Imppily  disappointr'd  in  the  character 
of  your  paper.  Instead  of  finding  vice  and 
immorality  cherished  an«l  supported,  as 
many  instruct  the  public  to  lielieve,  I  find  re¬ 
ligion  and  every  virtue  inculcated  and  high¬ 
ly  recommended.  I  will  thank  yon  to  en¬ 
ter  my  name  r.s  a  subscrilicr  for  your  next 
volume,  for  which  I  enclose  you  twelve 
shillings. 

Whenever  it  may  be  convenient.  Sir,  you 
will  do  some  of  your  subscribers  and  friends 
a  kindness,  by  informing  them  whether  you 
believe  in  the  ordinances,  (baptism,  kc.,) 
and  whether  they  are  generally,  or  ever 
practiced  by  Universalist  churches.  For 
the  want  of  light  and  knowlctlge,  Univer- 
salism  is  unpopular  throughout  this  county. 

I  do  not  know  that  a  Universalist  minister 
resides  in  the  county.  The  consequence  is, 
we  very  seldom  have  the  Gospel  preached. 

I  am,  8ir,  with  much  rcsjiect. 

Your  olietl't  serv't,  W.  T. 

ANSWER. 

In  answer  to  the  question,  whether  we  b«- 
licve  in  the  ordinances  of  Baptism  and  the 
I.«rd’s  Supper;  and  whether  tlicy  are  gene¬ 
rally,  or  ever  practiced  by  Universali.sts; — we 
observe.  There  is  not  a  iinifbrmily  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  these  ordinances  among  UnivarsalisW. 
As  our  denomination  consists,  not  only  ofthose 
who  have  been  Univcrsalists  from  the  first 
dawn  of  their  reasoning  faculties,  but  also  of 
many  converU  from  almost  all  tlie  various  and 
conflicting  sects  in  Christendom,  and  many  of 
them  had  formerly  entertained  very  diflerent 
views  of  these  ordinances,  yet  now,  embracing 
those  expansiveViews  of  universal  bencvolenco 
and  charity  which  tench  them  mutual  fiirbear- 
ance  one  towards  another,  they  allow  each  t® 
think  and  act  for  himself,  in  these  particulars, 
as  conscience  shall  dictate.  There  are  somo 
Univcrsalists  who  hold  and  practice  the  ordi¬ 
nance  of  Baptism  b}-  sprinkling;  many  by  im¬ 
mersion  ;  and  many  who  believe,  with  the 
Quakers,  that  the  ordinance  wna  done  away, 
or  rendered  no  longer  obligatory,  after  the 
death  of  Christ  The  latter  think  th.it  9t.  Paul 
disapproves  of  the  ordinance,  1  Cor.  i ;  14— IT. 
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tlic  two  fijriiier  clauses  think  otiicrwisc.  Tlic 
writer  of  tliis  received  it  by  immers-ion ;  but  he 
knows  of  no  instance  amon,!'  Univcrsali.'its 
v.'hcrc  any  disfidlowsliij)  has  been  shown,  or 
disafibetion  arisen,  in  consequence  of  a  dilfer- 
ence  of  views  on  eilher  tlic  subject  or  tlie  mode. 
Those  who  adlierc  to  the  ordinance,  hold  it, 
not  as  saving  in  its  n.ature,  but  as  a  type  or  em¬ 
blem  of  pnrifiiation,  and  of  the  burial  and  re¬ 
surrection  of  Clirist  andtlie  human  family;  and, 
in  oliediciicc  to  what  they  believe  an  apostolic 
practice,  attend  to  it  as  the  answer  of  a  good 
conscience,  believing  that  others  are  equally 
justifiable  who  follow  tlic  dictates  of  their  con¬ 
sciences. 

nie  ordinance  of  the  Supper  is  generally  ad¬ 
ministered  in  l^niversalist  churches,  where 
they  are  supplied  with  the  regular  and  constant 
administration  of  the  Word.  There  arc,  how¬ 
ever,  m.any  sections  of  tlic  country  where  Uni- 
rersalists  live  in  so  scattered  a  condition,  rs 
seldom  to  enjoy  the  preaching  of  the  gospel ; 
(perhaps  not  more  tlian  once  a  month,  or  once 
in  two  month.s,)  and  where,  consequently, 
churches  arc  not  regularly  organized,  nor  the 
Eucharist  administered.  The)'  generally  view 
it  as  an  institution  established  by  our  Saviour 
among  his  disciples,  just  before  his  crucifixion, 
and  its  oliscrvanco  by  him  enjoined  on  them 
and  his  followers  in  all  subsequent  ages  of  the 
•hurcli,  as  an  afiecting  memorial  ofliis  sufferings 
and  death,  calculated  to  awaken  and  promote 
holy  and  devout  affections  in  the  soul,  and  to 
strengthen  the  bond  of  union  among  the  follow¬ 
ers  of  Christ.  To  this  view  thero  arc,  howev¬ 
er,  some  exceptions  .among  Universalists— 
some  who  think  this,  (with  all  other  external 
ordinances,)  not  obligatory  upon,  nor  beneficial 
to  the  followers  of  Jesus.  We  believe  there 
arc  more  of  the  denoinin.ation  who  concur  in 
the  observance  of  the  Eucharist,  than  in  the  or¬ 
dinance  of  D.iptis'in.  Their  general  maxim  ] 
and  feelings  in  regard  to  both,  are,  (as  the 
liond  of  faith  and  fraternal  affection — and  not 
external  ceremonies — binds  them  together,) 
“  I<et  every  man  be  fully  persuadiHl  in  his  own 
Blind.”  Wc  believe  the.se  ordinances,  w^cn 
properly  observed,  according  to  their  true  in¬ 
tent,  may  be  proinotivc  of  good.  S. 

EDITORIAL  CORRESroIs'CEN’CE. 

Pursuing  our  de.sign  of  selecting  items  of  news, 
interest,  &c.,  fro.m  the  letters  we  daily  rcci-ivc 
from  various  parts  of  the  country,  wc  comincnee, 
without  fiirtlier  preface,  our  selections  for  tliis 
week,  with  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from 
a  friend  in  Bainbridge,  who  s.ays : — 

”  The  society  in  this  p'a’c  wish  you  to  send 
them  a  preacher,  if  you  can  find  one  who  is 
willing  to  come  by  lieing  liber.ally  patronized, 
to  labor  with  them  for  one  year,  or  lonaer,  or 
for  a  shorter  time.”  E.  W.  C. 

A  Subscriber  in  Leyden,  3Ia.ss.  says  : 

‘‘The  cause  of  truth  is  progressing  in  tliis 
section  of  the  country.  A  society  w.xs  fi.rmed 
here  the  last  fall,  consisting  of  from  25  to  30 


male  members,  under  the  miniatry  of  Br.  M.  H. 
iSiiulh,  which  is  the  largest  so<  i  ty  in  the  town, 
as  there  is  not  much  less  than  a  dozen  ditlerent 
denoiiiiiiati'Viis.” 

Our  agent  .at  Wolcott  writes  as  follows  : — 

“Br.  Skinner — Having  received  from  you  a 
prospectus  forfhe2d  volume  (how  series)  of  the 
Ma‘.;azine  and  Advocate,  I  have  taken  sonic 
pains  to  procure  siihscrihers  to  that  highly  im¬ 
portant  and  valuable  publication.  Home  of  inv 
acquaintances  have  put  their  names  to  the  snb- 
sci  iptioii,  who,  one  year  !igo,  would  have  deem¬ 
ed  it  a  heresy  against  light  and  knowledge — 
almost  a  ‘  sin  nntudeath.’  I  send  you  the  names 
of  the  following  subscribers:  [Heie  fiillow 
the  names  of  18  subscribers:]  and  also  enclose 

you  $S  for  -  - &c.  you  may  expect 

more  soon.  ‘‘ 3Iuzzle  not  the  ox  that  treaJeth 
out  the  com.” 

Yours  ill  the  full  fiitli  of  the  gospel. 

L.  (;‘—»*h. 

A  correspfindent  and  patron  in  Loudon,  U. 
C.  writes: — 

“I  h.avc  been  an  inh.abitant  of  these  climes 
these  twelve  years,  and  have  not  yet  hear.l  the 
gospel  pie  iclied.  I  still  hope,  ere  long,  sonic 
one  may  appear  among  ns  that  is  able  to  stand 
forth  ill  defence  of  the  blessed  gosjw.d  of  our 
Lord.  Wc  want  such  an  one,  or  none,  flir  the 
country  is  full  of  superstition.  If  you  could  be 
instrumental  in  sending  such  an  one,  you  w  oiild 
confer  a  great  favor  on  the  cause  of  trulli  in  this 
region.  A.  L. 

A  subscriber  in  I.ompstcr,  N.  II.  xvritci: — 

‘‘  Our  prospects  in  this  place  are  fl.ittering — 
the  truth  will  prevail.  The  orthodox  minister 
is  dismissed,  his  society  being  unalile  to  support 
him,  as  there  are  not  more  than  16  or  18  in  tiiis 
town  who  will  give  any  thing  towards  support¬ 
ing  orthodoxy.  Br.  Cooper  (a  very  fine  man) 
still  labors  with  ns.  We  have  obtained  onr 
riglit  of  occupancy  in  the  town  Meeting  bouse  ; 
wliicli  causes  our  orthodox  ncigliborr.  to  look 
very  sour.  Hoping  and  trusting  your  paper 
will  be  tlic  means  of  converting  thousands  to 
tlie  knowledge  of  the  truth, 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  Yours,  &(". 

1*.  c.  c. 

Our  agent  at  Chardon,  Ohio,  writes: — 

“  Dr.  Elv  and  Co.  appear  to  be  d.atormincd  to 
redeem  tlic'ir  (ilcdgc  tli.'it  ‘‘their  exertions  shall 
know  no  termination  but  success.”  Wc  hope 
they  will  contimio  their  exertions  through  all 
I  time,  because  we  do  not  wish  tlieni  -to  break 
their  solemn  engagements;  and  surely  every 
friend  of  civil  and  ecclesi.astical  freedom  must 
devoutly  wish  they  ni.ay  never  succeed.  I'lieir 
Sunday  mail  petition  we  consider  to  be  the  first 
link  in’  the  chain  of  the  darkest  despotism — the 
entering  wedge,  which  if  snlfored  to  be  driven, 
will  in  the  end  rive  our  gcK>diy  tree  of  libert)' 
into  a  thousand  splinters. 

They  remind  us  of  the  f.iblo  where  the  axe 
once  asked  of  the  fore.'t,  timber  sufficient  for  a 
handle :  so  sm.all  a  favor  was  of  conrsegranted ; 
hut  what'beeame  of  the  forest  afterwards  1  We 
hope  the  watchmen  on  the  tower  will  never 
I  ISC  sight  of  this  all-iinportant  subject,  and  tii.at 
‘  iJiar  exertions  tcill  knotc  no  termination  fn.-t  suc¬ 
cess.’  ”  llespcctfnily,  E.  P.  Jr. 

A  sub  -.criber  in  Scroon,  N.  Y.  says, 

‘‘  I  h.avc  good  reason  to  believe  your  paper 
lias  done  much  good  in  tliis  region.  When  I 
first  embneed  tlic  truth  of  the  gospel,  ns  it  is  in 
Jesus,  nine  ve.ars  ago,  there  were  not  in  this 
place  more  than  2  or  3  who  avowed  their  faith 
in  GoJ’a  imparti.al  grace.  Calvinism  and  Ar- 


niiniaiiisiii  reigned  triumphant.  But  now, 
tliniiks  lie  to  God,  there  are  ninl-e  than  40  who 
believe  that  God  is'good  unto  all  .and  bis  tender 
merries  arc  over  all  his  works.  In  addition  to 
tliis  we  see  the  good  seed  sown  and  its  heavenly 
fnnts  springing  np  all  urniind  ns  to  the  utter  as- 
toiiislinient  of  ourenemies.  The  VermontTol- 
cgrapli,  speaking  of  the  spread  of  Cnivcrsalism, 
says,  ‘  Cnivcrsalism,  in  some  parts  of  our  coun¬ 
try,  is  ni.aking  the  most  appalling  mor.al  ravages.’ 
I  would  to  Grid  lli.'it  it  might  spread  and  rover 
the  ear’ll  .as  the  waters  rover  the  great  deep  ! 

Br.  K.  Haven,  of  Slioreliam,  preached  six 
Formons  in  tliis  place  last  sninmer,  and  I  trust 
the  seed  frll  on  gi  o  I  ground.  1  think  he  will 
labor  with  us  some  part  of  the  time  this  winter, 
and  in  ly  the  Lord  crown  his  labors  with  suc¬ 
cess.  May  the  gospel  of  Jesus  run  and  he  glo- 
rifi  cl.  may  its  power  he  s[ircad  through  the 
e  irtli  till  every  knee  shall  how  and  every  tnngiio 
eonfoss  him  I.ord  to  flic  glory  of  God,  the  Fa¬ 
ther  1  Yours  in  the  bonds  of  go  spel  fltith. 

S.  S. 


(For  Ike  Mngaiint  and  Adeecate.] 

TO  ELDER  GLAZIER. 

f^ir — On  Sun  lay  eveninj;,  21st  of  No- 
rt  mher  last,  I  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
hearitifr  you  preach  from  Psalm  1.  2‘2.  The 
words  of  yoiir  text  were  as  follows : — 
“Consider  this,  ye  th:it  forget  God,  lest  I 
tear  you  in  pieces  and  there  be  none  to  de¬ 
liver.”  After  namiiit;  your  text,  and  divi¬ 
ding  it  into  many  heads,  (perhaps  not  >o 
many  as  the  Iicast  had,  which  receivs  J  the 
dcarlly  wound  and  was  healed,)  you  treated 
on  the  pro’.iciiess  of  men  to  forget  God  in 
every  good  attribute,  viz.,  in  justice,  in 
nierej",  k.e.,  in  whieli  you  did  justice,  iu 
some  measure,  to  the  subject.  But,  Sir, 
when  you  came  to  treat  ttpon  that  part  of 
tlic  subject  whieli  relafcil  to  tearing  in  pie¬ 
ces,  you  astonished  me  that  a  man  should, 
at  I’liis  late  day,  attempt  to  preach  such  sil¬ 
ly,  unreasonable,  and  uiiscriptural  stulf, 
and  call  it  gospel,  thinking  that  rea.sonalile 
peojilc  would  receive  it  as  such.  You,  Sir, 
(if  I  understood  yon.)  told  your  hearers  that 
God  would  sen^  his  angels  of  despair,  or 
lilaek  nitgels,  to  tear  the  soul  from  the  bo¬ 
dies  of  the  wicked  at  death  ;  this.  Sir,  you 
attempted  to  jirove  by  relating  a  dream, 
dreatnetl  by  a  Deist,  who  had  a  view  of  tlie 
bedside  of  a  dying,  wicked  man,  and  of 
(hose  black  angels  appearing  to  tear  the  soul 
from  the  hotly,  and  of  tlie  combat  the  soul 
and  body  had  with  those  angels,  and  of  the 
angels  overpowering  the  sotil,  flying  off 
with  it,  screeching,  ke.  This,  you 
brought  forward,  instead  of  Scripture,  to 
prove  your  statement.  Sir,  would  not  Scrip¬ 
ture  an<l  soj’.nd  reason  have  been  better  in 
recommending  the  gospel  to  enlightened 
Christians,  than  dci.stieal  dreams,  bugbear 
stories,  and  witchcraft?  Tliese  frightful 
stories  may  frighten  the  weak  and  timid, 
hut  wiil  never  convince  the  well  informed, 
or  cnliyhtDiiPil  Christian.  But,  Sir,  after 
you  finished  that  part  of  your  text  that  rela¬ 
ted  to  tearing  in  pieces,  in  the  manner  rela¬ 
ted  above,  you  then  came  to  the  last  clause 
of  your  text,  which  declared  there  should  be 
none  to  deliver.  Here,  in  my  opinion, 
your  last  error  was  woras  than  tlie  first. 
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Yon,  in  the  first  place,  stated  that  it  was 
not  in  the  j)owcr  of  wicked  men  to  deliver 
themselves  or  their  associates^  fc^ecoudly, 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  good  men, 
either  to  deliver  themselves  or  their  wicked 
neighbors.  Thirdly,  that  it  Wi3  not  in 
the  power  of  angels  to  deliver  mankind. 
Foinlhly,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  whose  otlicc  was  to  sanc¬ 
tify,  draw.  Sic.,  to  deliver.  Fiftlily,  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  (lod,  the  Father,  to 
deliver  mankind  ;  because  he  had  given  edl 
power  u!ito  the  Son,  and  had,  tliercforc,  pn! 
all  power  out  of  his  hand,  with  regard  to 
the  salvation  of  man.  Sir,  by  this  time  I 
l)ejnn  to  think  jou  would  siiare  vs  one 
wl’.o  could  deliver.  But,  alas !  you  swept 
from  ns  onr  last  refuge,  viz.,  Jesus  Christ, 
the  son  of  God,  whom  you  declared — 
Sixtldy,  could  not  deliver !  Why?  Ilccrai>-e 
he  would  be  removed  from  off  his  mercy 
seat,  and  .seated  upon  his  jud''n5ciit  seat, 
and  it  w'onld  be  loo  late  an  hour  for  the 
cause  of  deliverance  to  be  brought  forward. 
Dear  Sir,  I  shall  agree  with  you  that  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  men,  cither  good  or  had, 
to  deliver  themselves  from  sin,  or  its  ef¬ 
fects,  although  yon  exhorted  your  hearers 
to  do  it.  Neither  do  I  believe  that  it  i.s  in 
the  power  of  angels  to  deliver  mankind. 
Neither  do  I  believe  that  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  of  the  Son  of 
God,  to  deliver  mankind,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  immediate  assistance  of  the  Father,  For 
Christ  declared  that  he  eouid  do  nothing  of 
himself,  but  that  the  Father  did  the  work, 
and  that  wdien  he  should  leave  the  world, 
his  Father  would  send  the  Comforter,  the 
Holy  Spirit,  who  Should  lead  us  into  all 
truth  ;  and  declared  that  none  could  come 
to  him  unless  his  F ather  wiiich  sent  Ititn 
should  draw  thent.  Charitj'  forbids  me  to 
think  that  you  wilfully  misrpprrsciited  the 
Scriptures  :  I  would  rather  impute  it  to 
ignoraiue,  and  say  that  such  an  imtiginary 
God  as  you  represented,  you  isvioruntty 
worship,  and  hope  that  your  final  reward 
will  be  nothing  more  than  a  wink.  But 
you  appeared  as  a  puhlie.  teacher,  I  think 
your  misreprcscntJitions  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  of  the  character  of  our  Heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther,  ought  to  be  corrected.  Dear  Sir,  just 
look  co<»lly  and  candidly  upon  your  ideas 
banded  out  to  the  public,  concerning  our 
Heavenly  Father,  that  he,  as  an  aged  man, 
had  given  all  his  business  ir.io  his  Son's 
hand,  and,  therefore,  had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  stand  as  an  idle  spectator,  having  no 
care  to  perplex  him !  Is  this  the  character 
of  the  Eternal  I  AM,  the  Alpha  and  the 
O.mega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending  of 
all  things  ?  And  to  say  that  the  Son  of  GckI 
would  have  removed  from  his  mercy  scat, 
where  he  loved,  wished,  and  willed  the 
happiness  of  all  mankind,  and  seated  him¬ 
self  upon  a  Judgment  scat,  where  ho  hated, 
wished,  and  willed  the  misery  of  tire  greater 
part  of  mankind  ;  that  he  had,  by  his  remo¬ 
val,  lost  all  Ills  bowels  of  mercy,  and  his 
benevolent  dis[H)sition,  is  as  unscriptural  as 
>t  is  unreasonable  and  ahstird.  And  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  the  F ather  hath  no  mercy,  only  as 
he  is  moved  upon  by  the  entreaties  of  the 


Son,  is  equally  iinst  riptural  and  al»sur;l ; 
for  ••  God  .so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave 
his  only  begotten  Son” — not  Christ  so 
loved  llie  world  that  ho  plead  and  overcame 
Ids  Fallior.  .Snd  David,  the  author  of  your 
text,  (of  whom  you  spake  so  highly,)  de¬ 
clared  that  God  in  his  day  had  power  to 
deliver— for  he  thanks  and  praises  God  for 
delivering  his  soul  from  tiic  huvest  Hell, 
and  I  tldiik  that  your  Hell  of  tearing  to 
pieces,  cannot  he  lower  than  the  lowest. 
Your  manner  of  representing  the  eharaet*  r 
of  God  destroys  the  infinity  of  the  Deity — 
for  if  (as  yon  represented)  the  (juuiilying  of 
the  ii-’oji  to  r»ceoii)plish  the  work  of  redemp- 
tion  and  lintd  salvation  of  man,  kesciis  in 
li»e  lee.st  degree  the  attribute  of  jjower,  or 
.n:y  other  rttri'.nilc,  in  the  Father,  it  so  far 
de.stroys  the  idea  of  infinity  in  God,  or  in 
any  ctlicr  being  in  the  ludvcrsc  ;  for  in  lim¬ 
iting  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  you  limit 
every  other  being,  unless  you  cau  find  some 
ijcing  who  is  sell-existent,  and  not  depcnil- 
ent  »)n  God!  You  must  conclude  that  if 
God  the  Father  hath  r.ny  less  power  to  save 
or  deliver  mankind  now  than  he  had  six 
thousand  years  ago,  his  infinity  hatli  suf¬ 
fered  loss,  consequently,  the  idea  of  infitiity 
is  lost ;  for.  Sir,  the  Sion  of  God,  while 
lu're  on  earth,  declared  his  whole  depend¬ 
ence  on  tho  Father  ,  therefore,  he  could  not 
Ikj  infinite,  for  the  meaning  of  infinite  is 
nnliniited  and  unbounded.  And  to  say  to 
the  power  of  God,  "  hitherto  shalt  thou 
come,  and  no  further,  and  here  shall  your 
proutl  waves  be  stayed,’’  would  be  to  me 
b!a.sj)hciny.  But,  ^ir,  I  hope  this  sin  in 
you  is  oPily  a  r.iishtkc,  flowing  from  igno¬ 
rance,  consequentij',  demanding  but  few 
stripes. 

One  thing  I  would  mention.  Sir,  before 
i  dismiss  this  subject,  concerning  some 
words,  used  by  you  in  your  prayer,  viz., 
you  told  the  I.,ord  that  if  he  had  been  just 
with  yon  an<1  your  audience,  you  and  your 
licarers  would  long  before  that  evening 
“  have  been  in  the  grave  with  the  dead,  anil 
in  licll  with  the  damned.”  This,  dear  t^ir, 
is  a  complimentary  way  of  accusing  an  in¬ 
finite  Goil  of  the  crime  of  injustice.  For 
you  knew  that  you  and  your  audience  were 
alive,  and  out  of  that  hell  you  represented, 
consequently,  according  to  your  expressions, 
God  must  be  unjust !  Now,  tSir,  supposing 
you  should  wr.ong  me,  in  a  certain  trade,  out 
of  ten  dollars,  or  I  supposed  you  had 
wronged  me  out  of  that  sum,  and  I  should 
tell  yon  that  if  yon  were  just,  you  would 
linve  paid  me  long  before  this  time,  would 
you  not  suppose  that  I  accused  you  of  injus- 
lie«,  knowing  that  you  had  paid  me  no¬ 
thing  ?  I  have  ollcn  heard  men  who  es¬ 
teemed  themselves  Christians,  and  who 
had  made  great  professions  of  being  experi¬ 
mentally  acquainted  with  the  new  birth, 
compliment  God,  and  tell  him  that  they 
were  the  greatest  sinners  on  earth,  and  that 
they  were  unworthy  to  take  his  holy  name 
into  their  polluted  lips,  iic.,  when,  at  the 
same  time,  they  would  be  highly  offended 
should  I  cry  amen  to  their  compliments. 
We  ought  to  be  carefid  that  we  do  not  art 
the  hypocrite,  in  our  solemn  devotions,  by 


sjK-aking  that  which  we  do  not  bclioTe,  in 
our  own  l»;.arts,  to  be  tnic.  Now,  !?ir,  1 
will  give  you,  in  a  few  words,  my  opinion 
of  the  text  y’ou  tried  to  explain  to  your  hear¬ 
ers,  the  evir.iiig  above  mentioned.  I  con¬ 
sider  David  entreating  his  Jewish  brethren, 
who  were,  as  a  pe«,,le,  prone  to  forget  God 
in  every  atlrihi'te — they  were,  as  a  |)eoplcb 
unjust,  umiie.wiful  to  the  poor  and  neeily, 
haughty  and  self  rigliteour; — therefore,  they 
forgot  to  imitate  Gik!,  or  to  lead  goilly  lives, 
and  to  liccp  the  commands  of  God ;  there¬ 
fore  David,  in  accordance  witli  all  the  pro- 
I-!:cts,  even  from  Mo.ses  to  Christ  and  his 
apostks,  prophccied  to  that  people  that  they 
.'.hould  he  iilierly  destroyed,  and  that  there 
should  be  none  to  deliver,  which  came  to 
piiss  about  eighteen  hundred  years  ago. 
But  I  no  wlicre  in  the  Bible  find  it  declared 
that  the  tearing,  nicntiuncd  in  your  text,  is 
to  continue  to  all  eternity ;  nor  do  I  read 
that  the  raised  or  celc.stial  lioily  is  liable  to 
he  tom  in  picrcs,  it  then  lie ing  immortal. 
Daviil  here  cnlrealed  that  stift'-ncckcd  peo¬ 
ple  to  eonsiiicr  tlicir  ways  and  repent,  and 
live  better  lives  for  the  future,  which  would 
ensure  for  them  peace  and  joy.  But  if  they 
refused  his  friendly  admonition,  they  most 
surely  w  ould  be  destroyed,  and  that  without 
remedy.  David,  like  the  son  of  David, 
kindly  and  feelingly  entreated  that  rebellious 
people,  hut  to  none  ^fl'ect ;  for  their  destruc¬ 
tion  was  inevitable. 

Now,  Sir,  I  invite  yon  to  peruse  this 
short  letter,  and  think  seriously  on  the  re¬ 
marks  you  made  in  the  .sennon  alluded  to 
above ;  and  if  ^ou  find  no  fault  in  it,  by 
comparing  it  with  the  word  of  truth,  or  if 
you  find  your  sermon  was  in  opposition  to 
the  Bible,  idease  to  write  me  on  the  subject 
ns  .soon  a.s  convenient ;  for.  Sir,  I  wish  to 
know  your  feelings  on  the  subject,  after  mr- 
lure  deliberation.  I  shall  now  conclude, 
adino.iisliing  you  as  David  did  the  Jews, 
“  now  consider  lids,  you  that  forget  reason 
and  the  wonl  of  truth,  lest  sound  reason 
and  the  Bible  tear  your  works  in  pieces, 
and  there  be  none  to  deliver.” 

Yonrs,  with  love  and  respect, 

ELIJAH  BUMP. 

Eld.  Glazier.  ShafLsbHr3',  Dec.  6,  1830. 

P.  S.  Dear  Sir — Please  to  receive  the 
above  letter  as  from  a  friend,  pardon  my  in¬ 
correct  mode  of  writing,  and.  Sir,  if  yoa 
think  I  have  used  strong  tenns,  be  pleased 
to  pass  over  the  manner,  look  at  the  matter, 
and  although  we  may  difier  a  little  in  our 
views  on  the  Bible  now,  yet  after  our  wood, 
haj’  and  stubble  shall  he  consHmcd,and  when 
we  have  lieen  suitably  tried  by  fire,  I  do  in 
reality  believe  we  shall  meet  with  the  whole 
ransomed  family  of  man,  forever  to  sing 
the  song  of  Closes  and  the  Lamb,  where  we 
ran  sing  without  any  jar  or  discord,  being 
all  made  one  in  Christ  even  as  he  is  one 
with  the  Father.  All  things  wiU  then  be 
subdued  to  Christ,  and  he  become  subject 
unto  him  (the  Father)  who  hath  put  all 
things  under  him,  and  God  become  to  every 
soul,  ALL  IN  ALL. 

This  from  your  friend  in  the  bends  of  the 
gospel,  E.  B. 
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PAST,  PllESE.VT,  A\D  FUTURE. 

BT  DR.  BOWKIfICi. 

1  BBBed  while  I  turned  un  a  fi^vcrisli  bed, 

Recalling  the  elian.i'ra  I’ve  seen ; 

*  There  ie  ito  mocli  of  srief  and  of  ^rievanee,"  I  aaitl, 
**  Ib  tlie  thiiiss  and  die  tlMiUi'litn  tliut  have  been, 
That  they  canker  tlicbmklhi!;oril'>|ie  with  tlieirbli^ht, 
And  o’cnthadow  tlie  future  witli  luenior)'*  nijht.” 

Then  I  counted  the  joyw,  nnd  the  benutiful  drcaina, 
or  the  sunaliine  and  a  am  oftlie  past, 

In  the  |^or>-;ilt  twiliirlit  of  yniitli-tinie,  wliich  acema 
To  eelm  liack  Idim  to  Uie  liiM : 

And  I  aaid,  “Llle’x  a  Idcaaintr,  nml  man  aliould  lie  bleat, 
And  the  surrowa  oflilc  arc  but  aliudowa  at  beau” 

It  aeetned  that  I  atoo*i  on  the  vcrjre  oftlie  tomb, 

Wliilc  tlie  Happing  of  ravena  I  lieunli 
I  (tit  tlie  Bweet  culm  between  gludnraa  and  gloom, 
And  patiently  waited  tlie  word — 

The  word  which  ahouhl  bhl  me  deaeeiid,  but  my  breaat 
Was  still  as  the  bdowb  on  the  mountaiiia  tliat  rest. 

Too  mur.!i  I’ve  eqjoyed  on  life’s  journey,  to  close 
My  pilgrimage  free  from  regret  | 

And  I’ve  sufC'rtal  too  much  from  ita  wants  and  its  woes. 
Their  scourging  and  aiinga  to  forget; 

Ro  eonin  when  it  will  tlie  decree  from  on  liigh, 

I  am  willing  In  live— but  contented  to  die. 


COMP  A8SI03V. 

Ot  I  mark’d  her  blue  eye,  it  was  humid  and  bright. 

And  her  sigh  was  more  gentle  thaiievening’akiatbreath. 
And  tlie  look  that  she  gave,  ’twaa  dear  to  the  aiglit. 

As  the  smile  on  the  cheek  of  Religion  in  death. 

To  he.r  quick  heaving  lioaom  an  orplian  she  prcal. 

While  tlie  soil  stream  of  aymimlhy  stole  from  lier  eye ; 
And  her  accents  were  soothing  as  words  of  the  blest, 
ttpeaking  peace  to  tlie  heart,  from  the  azure  arch’d  sky. 

Ob  the  cheek  oftlie  wanderer,  though  cold  as  the  snow. 
Her  life-breatliing  lips,  she  with  gentleness  laid. 

Again  ’twas  illumined  with  licalth’s  ruddy  glow, 

Again  o’er  Its  features  serenity  played. 

Cnmp'ission !  I  hail  lliee,  thou  (Irst-liom  of  lieav’n. 

For  thou  lov’st  in  tlie  lireast  oftlie  humble  to  dwell ; 
And  when  from  the  home  of  the  great  tliou  an  driv’n. 
May  his  heart  be  thy  pillow,  his  bosom  thy  cell. 

PB  ATH. 

Ir  PenflekI,  on  the  3Ulh  ult.  Mi.ss  Orpka  Grartt,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  Harley  Graves,  nged  17  years ;  iifier  an  illness 
of  about  five  weeks  in  dunitkin. '  Slie  died  happily  in 
Christ,  exhorting  her  Citlier  to  lie  active  in  promiilgatiog 
among  men,  a  belief  in  the  impartial  grace  of  Uivl. 


[Far  tht  Magazine  and  Advoealt.} 

CHR18TMA8  EVE. 

The  anniversiary  of  our  Saviour’s  birth 
was  celebrated  by  the  Universalist  Society, 
in  Russia,  Herkimer  county,  with  appro¬ 
priate  and  interesting  serviees,  on  F riday, 
the  24th  ult.  The  evening  was  fine,  and 
the  church  was  beautifully  illuminated  and 
filled  to  overflttwing  by  an  attentive  and 
respectable  auditory.  A  choir  of  well  regu- 
lat^  and  skilful  singets,  headed  by  an  able 
leader,  assisted  in  the  serviees,  by  singing 
which  could  scarcely  be  excelled,  and,  in¬ 
deed,  is  very  seldom  equalled. 

The  order  of  services  was  as  follows  : — 
1.  Voluntary  by  the  choir. — 2.  Reading 
part  of  Luke  ii :  ch. — 3.  Prayer. — 4.  An¬ 
them. — 5.  Address,  by  Br.  S.  Miles,  from 
Luke  it :  10,  11. — 6.  Prayer.— 7.  Anthem, 
— S.  Benediction. — 0.  Finale  by  the  choir. 


TO  UORRE8POVDENT8. 

Several  coiiiinuuications,  not  yet  attended  to, 
arc  on  hand  tor  con.sideration,  correction,  and 
in  preparation  for  the  press.  Ni  tw'itiistanding 
the  size  of  our  paper  and  the  quantity  of  inuttcr 
it  contains,  we  find  it  ditlieult  to  acconiniodutc 
all  our  correspondents  with  a  speedy  hearing. 
Would  it  not  be  well  if  sonic  of  our  friends 
would  turn  their  attention  more  to  writing  .short, 
pithy,  pungent  arfudes — to  coinni'.inicntiiig  their 
sentiments  in  brief  language — in  “thoughts  that 
breathe  and  words  that  liurii”  t  He  is  certainly 
the  best  writer — will  he  soonest  re.id  and  easi¬ 
est  understood — who  can  exjiress  the  strongest 
sentiments  in  the  fewest  words.  As  in  mechan¬ 
ics,  what  wc  gain  in  force  we  lose  in  time— the 
greater  the  fiircc  the  longer  the  movement  to 
apply  it— so  in  romposition,  every  word  .added 
to  the  beauty  of  a  sentence,  takes  from  its  force 
and  injures  its  expressiveness.  .Another  tiling. 
Communications,  except  from  persons  who 
write  correctly  and  express  themselves  properly, 
should  lie  written  xvith  the  lines  so  far  apart  as 
to  allow  of  interlineations,  otherwise  they  must 
he  rejected  altogether,  or  copied — for  which 
latter  labor  we  have  no  time  to  spare.  These 
hints,  if  attended  to,  will  much  increase  the  va¬ 
riety  of  our  paper  and  Ics.scn  our  labors.  G. 

i.K'rri'.iis  coxT.Ai.MNt;  iti',.MiTT.^\rRgi, 
Rtctited  al  this  oj^ct  during  (*«  teeek  ending  Jan’y  13/A. 

I..  I..,  IJina,  f?3 — C.,  Wulroti,  *8—1).  T.  At  A.  S. 
C’.,  Ojilciisbunrh,  tW— J.  !>.,  I*(iis(taiii,  <?1 — A.  L.,  I’al- 
leii’s  .Si  lls,  ffri— .M.  I'.,  Stilem,  tW— !•’.  !».,  tVcsttald, 
— tv.  .XI.  I'’rp<lericktown,0.  FC — P..M.,  Rliiom- 

fH-lil,  .M.  T.  — A.  S.,  Tmv,  93 — K.  V.,  Cmiesiis,  K — 
W.ti.,  J.  Xtrl..,  A  J,  I*.,  Vicitir,  96 — t,.,  l/nittoii,  t’. 
C.  FO— A.  II.  C.,  ColKifton,  61— J.  (J.  A  A.  H.,  Ha-rne, 
F:t  rarli — 11.  II.  tV.,  Hina,  66— 1’.  .X!.,  6ali.sbiiry,  68— 
J.  \V.  C.,  Corinth,  60 — I’.  .XI.  Ilanitriiiirk,  66— A.  K., 
MjiringflrkI  x  lloails,  63 — C.  8.,  Fri(*iHlslii|i,  85— .A.  C., 
.XLi«Mcna,  63— .A.  11.,  \Wllinijl<Hi6  iuan-,  U.  C .  86— Hr v. 
1*.  M.,  AA’uterlown,  610 — Ik  II.  New  Xlllliirtl,  83— 
J.  F.,  I.aw  rem-cville,  63 — L.  XI.  A  I..  M.  Jr.,  Lvuns,  67 
— C.  T.,  Van  Bureii.'i. 


[From  the  Trumpet  and  Magazine.] 

DIALOGUE. 

Mr.  Editor, — The  substance  of  the  following 
conversation  passed  between  a  young  convert 
and  the  writer,  during  tJic  “revival'’  in  this 
village,  la.st  winter: — 

Inquirer.  Good  morning,  Sir, — I  attended 
meeting  la.st  evening,  and  heard  you  groan 
loudly.  Were  you  in  great  distress  ? 

Convert.  1  was,  but  I  now  (cel  much  re¬ 
lieved. 

Inq.  What  xvas  the  c.aiiso  of  your  distress  T 

Con.  It  was  on  account  of  my  sins. 

Inq.  Have  you  Ih-cii  a  great  sinner? 

Con.  O  yes,  I  have  been  one  of  the  worst 
of  all  flesh. 

Inq.  Was  it  bceaiisc  you  had  sinned  against 
light  and  goodness  tliat  made  you  so  unhappy 
last  evening  T 

Con.  1  saw  that  it  would  be  just  in  God  to 
rut  mo  off  forever ;  tliat  there  was  no  mercy 
fir  me,  and  tliat  I  must  sink  down  to  hell,  f) 
dear,  you  cannot  tell  how  I  felt  I  But  tills 
morning  1  feel  happy,  and  ran  [iruisc  the  Lord 
that  “  he  has  taken  iny  feet  out  of  the  horrible 
pit  and  miry  clay.” 

Inq.  Do  you  think  the  Lord  has  changed  ? 

Con.  Changed !  do  you  inquire  if  1  think  the 
Lord  has  changed? 


Imp  Yes,  I  wish  to  know  if  you  suppose 
the  .\lmighty  loves  you  any  better  now  than 
bofiirc  your  conversion? 

(’on.  I  think  the  Lord  loves  me  and  all  who 
sincerely  repent  of  their  sins. 

Iiui.  But  you  do  nut  answer  my  question, 
lias  the  Lord  changed,  or  is  the  change  only  in 
you  ? 

Cun.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Lord  baa 
changed,  lie  “  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day, 
and  ibrever” — is  “  without  variableness  or 
shadow  of  tiiriiiiig.” 

Inq.  Then  if  the  Lord  does  not  change,  and 
a.s  you  was  distressed  last  evening  and  feel  hap¬ 
py  this  morning,  is  not  tlie  change  eflectod  in 
I'ou  ?  Have  you  not  made  some  discovery  that 
iias  caused  this  happiness? 

(.'on.  I  must  confess  that  I  have  discovered 
that  the  Lord  is  good,  and  now  believe  he  will 
save  nie. 

liiq.  Then  you  have  discovered  a  (act  tliat 
you  was  before  ignorant  of,  and  had  you  made 
this  discovery  iH-tiire  you  went  to  meeting  last 
evening  you  xvould  nut  have  been  distressed 
xvliile  tlicro. 

Con.  It  really  appears  so.  • 

Inq.  The  caiiso  then  of  all  your  piiiii  and 
anxiety  was  nothing  more  nor  loss  than  daeep- 
tion.  You  was  deceived  with  regard  to  tli« 
character  of  the  .Mmighty.  Do  not,  I  beseech 
you,  ill  future  rcjireseiit  him  to  your  neighbors 
as  a  cruel  and  revengeful  Btung,  fur  this  will 
have  the  same  eflecl  on  them  that  it  had  on  you 
last  ovcTiiiig:  blit  endeavor  to  convince  tliem 
that  he  is  good,  and  that  the  “  Lord  will  not 
cavtnff  forever;  though  because  grief,  yet  will 
he  have  eonqiassion  according  to  the  multitude 
of  his  mercies.” 

Hyannif,  Dec.  lr*30.  J.  M.  S. 


.\  HIST  FOR  THF.  LADiF.s. — Wouicn  may  b« 
vain  of  their  persons,  proud  of  their  accom¬ 
plishments,  and  conceited  of  their  wit,  and  no 
censure  will  be  passed  upon  them;  but  when 
their  hchavioiir  is  divesteil  of  all  that  restraint, 
which  characterises  inodestv— the  fairest  orna¬ 
ment  of  the  sex — that  whicii  all  men  most  ad¬ 
mire — it  must  give  rise  to  opinions  wliich  ope¬ 
rate  to  their  prejudice. 


A  Blacksmith  in  .Alabama  having  been  slan¬ 
dered,  xvas  advised  to  apply  to  the  courts  for 
redress.  He  replied  with  tnie  wisdom.  "  I 
shall  never  siio  any  body  for  slander:  1  can  go 
into  my  shop  and  work  out  a  better  character  in 
six  months  than  I  could  got  in  the  court  house 
in  a  year.” 

Every  man  has,  in  his  own  life,  follies  enough 
— in  Ins  own  mind,  troubles  enough— in  mo 
performance  of  his  duties,  deficiencies  enough 
—in  his  oxx'n  fiirtune,  evils  enough — without 
being  curious  after  the  aflairs  of  others. 
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